


It is clear that Wills are not widely talked about among younger people, and some have said that they felt too young to think
about having one. 

Wills are incredibly important, no matter what age, as they ensure that your wishes are fulfilled in the event of your death.
As the pandemic has shown, life is full of uncertainties, but a Will is something that can help bring assurance during the most 
difficult times.

Wills should not be left until later in life. If there are specific wishes you want set out, it is important to get these sorted as 
soon as you can. Wills give your family and friends the certainty that they are managing your affairs in the way that you want 
them to. It can save a lot of hassle and heartache for your closest family; something we’d all undoubtedly want to avoid in 
the event of our death.

Andrew Laws, Senior Partner, Babbé LLP



ABOUT OUR SURVEY

What was the aim? To ascertain whether people living in Guernsey recognise the 
importance of having a Will, and at what age they think they should make one. The 
results demonstrate significant gaps in knowledge about Wills. Fortunately, Babbé
provides advice to our clients and others on how they can make a Will, and how 
important they are.

How was it carried out? Most of the online survey questions were multiple choice, 
but there were a mixture of open and closed questions. The survey was distributed 
through Babbé's social media channels, word of mouth, and advertising on Bailiwick 
Express’ website and daily email bulletins. We achieved more than 100 responses.

Who was our demographic?
Any adult living in Guernsey.



KEY STATISTICS

104 islanders completed the survey

51% do not have a Will

86% recognise that Wills are important

41% of islanders aged between 18 and 50 have a Will

59% of islanders aged between 18 and 50 do not have a Will

64% of islanders over the age of 50 have a Will

39% of islanders over the age of 50 do not have a Will



WHY DON’T SOME 
PEOPLE HAVE A WILL?

Haven’t got round to it yet Too young Letting life settle first

Don’t have any 
property/expensive 

possessions/wealth that 
would need to be shared 

out 

It might be timely and 
expensive

Too young, nothing to pass 
on of any value 

Don’t have any 
dependents or possessions 

My circumstances keep 
changing 

Not sure how to get one or 
how much it is - assume 

expensive 
Procrastination No family, no dependents 

and no home
Wouldn’t know where to 

start to get one 

Don’t have a reason to at 
the moment; I don't yet 

have a family, any assets or 
wealth that needs to be 

passed on

No valid reason. I should 
have one! I simply have 
not made the time to do 

one

My main asset is property. 
I have no spouse and I 

understand that my 
parents/siblings would get 
this property through law

Haven’t got round to it.  
Think it will automatically 

go to my wife and then 
children so no need

Anyone who owns property or has personal 
assets in Guernsey should make a Will. If not, a 

set of rules, called the intestacy rules, will 
apply by default. These rules dictate who shall 

receive your estate and in what shares by 
applying a fixed order of precedence for 

relatives.  

Read more:
WHERE THERE’S A WILL, THERE’S A WAY: The importance of preparing a Will

https://cdn.babbelegal.com/media/20200226114018/Babb%C3%A9-Wills-Brochure.pdf


WHY SOME PEOPLE 
HAVE A WILL

I understand the importance 
of having one to ensure my 

assets are allocated as per my 
wishes and to avoid 

unnecessary headaches for 
my family

To make it easier on 
family when the time 

comes and to be able to 
specify how to distribute 

my estate

So our children inherit our 
property when we die. 

The pandemic pushed us 
to have Wills drawn up 

To provide certainty re: 
children's inheritance 

and appoint guardians in 
the event of death

To ensure what we leave 
behind goes to the right 

people and also to 
protect our loved ones

Bought a 
property

Condition of my first 
mortgage, but more 

recently, following my 
divorce and the pandemic I 

sorted a new Will in my 
name only

To be able to choose 
who gets my assets 

after death

I have a young family and if 
anything should happen to me, I 

would like for them to 
understand my wishes and be as 

prepared as possible

To make sure that if one or 
both of us die, our assets go 

to the right people

I have children and property. 
Additionally, having started 
work at age 15 I understood 

the need for a Will from a  
young age 

When we bought our house 
we were told to write a Will 

as part of the process

I was informed when I bought 
a house in Guernsey that I 

should get one

To ensure my family 
understand my wishes and 

that things are shared out as I 
wish, preventing arguments 

Because I own my property, 
have no children and need my 

estate in order

To ensure that my assets are 
passed, in the proportions I 

want, to those I wish to 
benefit

Wills should be reviewed, especially if 
circumstances change. If your marital status 

changes, if there is a birth or death in the 
family, or if you’re moving house or purchasing 
a new property we’d encourage you to consider 

whether your Will needs updating. If you’re 
unsure, please get in touch with Babbé.

Read more:
WHERE THERE’S A WILL, THERE’S A WAY: The importance of preparing a Will

https://cdn.babbelegal.com/media/20200226114018/Babb%C3%A9-Wills-Brochure.pdf


WHAT PEOPLE HAVE 
TOLD US ABOUT WILLS

It’s something that 
people need to be 

educated on to ensure 
they understand the 

importance

The perception is 
they are difficult to 
get and expensive 

because lawyers are 
involved

We only update our Will 
when we move property 
[...] It would be good to 

see how easy/cost 
effective it would be to 

update

Anything to streamline 
the process of getting a 
Will in Guernsey would 

be appreciated

I don’t really know 
where I would start... 

or how much they 
cost? 

If they were cheaper 
or were a 

government service, 
would more people 

have them? 

You don't understand 
the problems of not 

having one until 
someone in the family 

dies

I think it should be 
an easier process

I think this should be 
covered along with 

financial planning at 
Sixth Form 

I don't think many people 
know a lot about Wills or 

why they should have one. 
What happens if I don't 

have one? What happens to 
my assets?

Having a Will is something 
everybody regardless of age 

should do. Having dealt with 3 
estate administrations, the 
one without a Will was the 

most difficult

More education is  
probably needed as I’ve 

always assumed it’s 
something for older 

people to worry about 

Wills should be standard for 
employed persons, in 

particular. You can help your 
family’s future financial 

security by creating a Will

Consider the Will 
as necessary as 
the COVID-19 

vaccine

It's not something people 
think about until much later 
in life. I’ve never had anyone 

talk to me about the 
importance of getting one set 

up 

I think that the cost of making 
a Will in Guernsey may well 

be something that puts 
people off making one earlier 

in life

Babbé is a leading Guernsey law firm with 
a reputation for providing world-class legal 

services. Making a Will with us will bring 
you the peace of mind of knowing you are 

being advised by experts who will provide a 
responsive and personal service.

Read more:
WHERE THERE’S A WILL, THERE’S A WAY: The importance of preparing a Will

https://cdn.babbelegal.com/media/20200226114018/Babb%C3%A9-Wills-Brochure.pdf


BABBÉ'S INSIGHTS

There are misconceptions about Wills that 
need to be addressed, particularly that they 

are expensive and complex to set up.

Many people believe that if they die without a 
Will, their estate will automatically go to their 
partner and children. However, intestacy rules 
and the associated costs are much higher than 

the cost of a Will.

A key benefit for 
islanders is that Wills 
ensure peace of mind 

for loved ones.

Consultations for 
younger islanders 

would be beneficial 
to help the 

understand the 
importance of having 

a Will.

Uncertainty of how 
much a Will costs is a 

barrier to a lot of 
people, in reality a

basic Will can be set 
up for as little as 

£495

The importance of a 
Will should be 

included in relevant 
lessons at schools 

and colleges.

“A Will sets out your wishes for the distribution of your estate on your death. There are several important reasons to make a Will. A Will provides certainty for your 
family and friends at a difficult time and helps reduce the costs and timescales to administer your estate. To ensure a Will is legally valid, it should be carefully 

drafted and the correct advice and guidance specific to your circumstances should be received.”



YOU SHOULD MAKE 
A WILL IF:

You have a partner but are not married or in a civil partnership

You own real estate

You jointly own property

You have children but want your spouse/civil partner to receive your 
sole assets

You have children who are minors

You want to leave part of your estate to someone/people other than 
your spouse and children

You are not married and have no children

You want to reduce the risk of claims on your estate after your death

You want to choose who will administer your estate



Babbé LLP
La Vieille Cour, La Plaiderie
St. Peter Port, Guernsey
Channel Islands GY1 1WG

Telephone: +44 1481 713371

Fax: +44 1481 711607

Email: mail@babbelegal.com

Connect with Babbé on LinkedIn

For further information on Wills & Estates, please contact Michael 
Riddiford:

Tel: +44 1481 713371
Email: Click here to email

Making a Will doesn’t need to be complicated or take a lot of time. With Babbé you will be able to discuss your affairs 
in complete confidence, receive clear advice, and be assured that you have planned for your loved ones appropriately.

mailto:mail@babbelegal.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/babb-/
mailto:wills@babbelegal.com?Subject=Wills%20and%20Estates%20Enquiry

